
 

 

  There’s been a little time off from Intervale’s 

newsletter, but the PTA is happy to bring it 

back again as a connection between school, 

home, students, teachers, parents, 

staff…everyone who is involved in making 

Intervale such an amazing school community! 

Newsletters will be sent out in October, 

December, February and April. Look for grade 

news, PTA news and events, and other general 

information.  

 

October 2018 

Intervale Insider  
 

A note from our Principal, Christopher Waack 

Thank you to all who attended our annual Back-to-School Night.  I would also like to thank the PTA for their 
time and effort.  The PTA’s contributions are considerable, and greatly appreciated. I am excited, along with 
the teachers and students, about the 2018~2019 school year and the programs our staff and students are 
certain to enjoy. 
 

The children are once again engaged in reading at Intervale School. I am proud to report that more than one 

hundred students successfully participated in this year’s summer reading program.  The theme for the 2018-

2019 school-wide reading program, Take a Bite Out of a Good Book, promises to be exciting and challenging as 

well.  I would persona lly like to thank Ms. DeFilippo for her commitment to the school’s reading program.  

Our Kindergarteners have adapted quickly and are already writing through the use of journals, a remarkable 

feat.  They are also growing emotionally and socially, treating others the way they would like to be treated.  

We are very proud of our Kindergarten youngsters and the progress they’ve made as the newest members of 

the Intervale family. 

We continue to have a large number of parents sharing their time and resources to provide a better 

atmosphere for the children.  I would like to welcome the “new” parents and thank those with lasting 

commitment.  Your time and effort are greatly appreciated! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize the PTA Executive Board comprised of Janet Crane, 

Noelle Rhodes, Shalina Godfrey, Dawn Filippone, Dorothy Novitskie, and Laura Jasinski. The time they put 

forth to make Intervale a better place for our youngsters each and every school day is greatly appreciated. 

 

 



 

  

Our students are ready for a fantastic year! 

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms! 

KINDERGARTEN: Our kindergarteners have 

transformed into engineers! They have been 

loving our classroom MakerSpaces and can’t 

wait to work with Mr. Bourlier in his! Our 

homework calendars now have at home 

family STEAM projects that have been a huge 

hit also. We will begin our 5th grade buddies 

program later this month and don’t forget to 

ask your kindergartener who their buddy is! 

Last but certainly not least… we will be going 

on our first field trip of the school year to 

Farmstead Estate! This will help kickoff our 

Community Helpers Social Studies Unit. 
 

~Miss Madrigal and Mrs. Gomez 

First Grade: We had a great start to the year in 

the wonderful world of first grade! One of our 

highlights so far has been building houses 

using the design process in science. The 

students had to be engineers and solve the 

problem of building a house that would not 

get blown down by wind. The students were 

given cardboard, popsicle sticks, yarn, tape 

and paper as materials to construct their 

house. We then used a blow dryer as the 

“wind” and we huffed and puffed and tried to 

blow down our houses! The students learned 

that using sturdier material like the cardboard 

was the solution to keeping the house 

standing. We are excited to see where this 

year takes us as super scientists! 

-Mrs. DeRogatis and Mrs. Petersen 



 

 

  

Second Grade: Second graders 

are having a blast using math 

and science to be engineers. 

They have participated in 

several STEM activities. Most 

recently, the students followed 

the Design Process to partake 

in the Spaghetti Challenge. 

They enjoyed working in 

cooperative groups to plan 

and build their design. After 

testing and rebuilding, students 

communicated the strengths 

and weaknesses in their design. 

The students are looking 

forward to future STEM 

activities! 

 

-Ms. Maloney and Mrs. 

Tsakanias  
 

Third Grade: Third grade is busy tackling 

our engineering challenges in science. 

 The first challenge was to build the tallest 

tower of cups.  Students worked in teams 

to meet the criteria of a tower that will 

stand without extra supports.  The second 

challenge was to construct a better 

bridge.  This bridge had to support a toy 

car traveling over a piece of paper.  

Using the constraints of bridge size, 

materials, and length of time, the 

students loved working in pairs.  This was 

a fun way to explore the steps in the 

design process and we will continue 

revisiting them throughout the year.   

 

-Ms. Alterman, Mrs. Brown and Mrs. 

Worthington 



 

 

  

Fifth Grade: The fifth graders have hit the 

ground running!  The fifth grade has 

taken on the responsibility of Safety 

Patrol.  Every day the students help to 

make sure the Kindergartners make it 

safely to the correct bus for dismissal. 

 We are working on lifting the level of 

writing and discussing theories in our 

book clubs.  In Math we have reviewed 

multiplication and have just begun our 

division practice.  New this year in fifth 

grade is switching for Science and Social 

Studies.  In Science we became 

engineers by designing a container to 

ship 1 potato chip.  In Social Studies we 

are learning about the multiple causes of 

the American Revolution.  
 

-Ms. Boylan and Mr. Valleau 

Fourth Grade: Fourth graders at Intervale have 

been working hard to analyze and develop 

characters in Readers’ Workshop.  Students are 

reading intensely and gathering evidence from 

the text to support their thinking.  Fourth grade 

is currently reading, Tiger Rising by Kate 

DiCamillo and learning a lot about the main 

characters, Rob and Sistine. Students are 

working to make claims about the characters 

based on the characters’ feelings, actions, 

sayings and thoughts. Not only are the students 

loving the book--and anxiously anticipating 

how it will end, but they are also enjoying 

analyzing the characters to deepen their 

understanding of the text. 

-Mrs. Garcia and Dr. Palombi 



 

 

  

Media Center: It is exciting to be starting the 2018-

2019 school year here at Intervale. This year 

classes will visit the Media Center once a week 

for 45 minutes which will include a lesson and 

book selection.  

 

For the month of September, classes will be 

introduced to or reviewing library procedures and 

etiquette, learning how to manage their 

Alexandria accounts, checking out books and 

listening to some great read-alouds such as: 

 Kindergarten Rocks by Katie Davis 

 First Day Jitters by Julie Dannenberg 

 Louise the Big Cheese by Elise Primavera 

 The Pain and the Great One by Judy Blume 

 Someone Get Me Out of Fourth Grade by 

Henry Winkler 

 Slacker by Gordon Korman 

I’m looking forward to a busy month of October 

when we will celebrate Respect Week, Fire Safety 

Week, Columbus Day, and of course, Halloween! 
 

-Mrs. Piccoline 

 

 

Art: The students at  

Intervale are off to a great 

 start in Art this year. The 

 Kindergarteners are learning to mix the 

primary colors to make the secondary 

colors in “Rainbow Garden” paintings. First 

graders are modeling their work after artist 

Henri Matisse and making tints of colors in 

their “Goldfish” paintings. In Second 

grade, the students are making 

Impressionist paintings of “Water Gardens” 

as they model their style after Claude 

Monet. Analogous colors are being taught 

in Third grade in “Flower Pots”. The Fourth 

grade is learning to shade and blend with 

oil pastels in a “Still-Life”. Fifth graders are 

modeling Vincent van Gogh’s painting of 

“Sunflowers” using warm colors. The 

Intervale kids are having a great time 

expressing their creativity! 
 

-Mrs. Lipere 

ESL: In the midst of September testing, 

welcoming newcomers, making new friends, 

and getting used to new schedules, the ELLs at 

Intervale still found the time to “smell the roses”, 

 or in the case of our classroom - the sunflowers.   

They were anxious to see their ESL classroom 

and made it a point to visit before ESL classes 

even started.  They remembered our motto:  
Being bilingual means being “bilingcool”., and 

were happy to share the different languages 

they speak.  The ESL classroom truly is a happy 

place because smiles are in every language! 
 

-Mrs. Caso and Mr. Korn 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Q:  How long have you been at Intervale? 
 
 A: I have worked at Intervale School for 2 ½ years. 

 

Q:  Do you have any kids? 

 A: I have 2 daughters. One is a sophomore at Susquehanna University and the other is an 8th grader 

at Brooklawn Middle School. 

Q:  What is the best part about being the school secretary? 

 A:  I love being around all the students and getting to know them and their parents. I also enjoy 

being able to help all of the teachers/staff when needed. I am happy to be back in the elementary school 

environment, after earning my Elementary Education degree many many many years ago! Intervale is the 

best! 

Q:  What is your favorite thing about fall? 

 A:  Fall is actually my favorite season. I love the changing leaves, the cool sweater weather, and 

apple and pumpkin picking with family and friends.   

Q:  What do you like to do in your spare time?  

A: I love to watch my daughters play sports. I also like to travel (when I can) and enjoy watching 

movies.  

 

 

THANKS FOR LETTING US GET TO KNOW YOU, MRS. LOMBARDI! 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT! 

GET TO KNOW MRS. LOMBARDI 

HEAD SECRETARY AT INTERVALE 



 

 
 

In September & October your PTA funds provided… 

 Ice Pops and T-shirts for our Kindergarteners  

 Homework planners for the 4th and 5th graders 

 Pretzels and Water at the Painting Nights 

 October Cultural Arts Assembly 

The PTA thanks you for supporting us so we can 

support our Intervale community! 

Look for the Box Tops Collection Sheet that is sent home 

every month. Congrats to our September winners… 

MRS. PETERSEN’S FIRST GRADE! 

The holidays are just around the corner and we are looking for 

donation items for our Intervale Holiday Shop!  

 Gift bags (any color/brown ones with handles are fine: 

please no birthday or baby shower gift bags) 

 Almost new condition items (toys, jewelry, ornaments, 

candles, etc) 

 New gifts with that can be regifted!!  

There will be a “HOLIDAY SHOP DONATION BOX” at the front 

entrance of the school where items can be dropped off.  Email 

Marci Souza at dakota20@outlook.com with any questions. 

 

We are looking for a parent to chair next year’s Holiday Shop 

(2019). If interested, please email Noelle Rhodes 

(rhodes.noelle@gmail.com) or Marci Souza 

 (dakota20@outlook.com ) 

 

WHAT DOES BEING A PTA MEMBER 

REALLY MEAN? 

 You can attend and assist with 

school events, such as Field 

Day, End of Year Picnic, Book 

Fair, library duty and help as a 

Class Parent. 

 You help contribute financially 

by paying your membership 

fees which sponsor many of 

the events and programs 

funded by the PTA. 

 You are an integral part of 

keeping our Intervale 

community a strong network of 

parents, teachers, 

administrators and students!  

In September & October you helped the PTA raise… 

 $161 from Boxtops 

 $204 from the Family Photo Shoot 

 $738 from Painting Nights 

 $1275 from KidStuff books (so far!)  

o Please return your KidStuff book if 

you have not sent in the $25 for it.   

This is a great start to the year! 

mailto:dakota20@outlook.com
mailto:rhodes.noelle@gmail.com
mailto:dakota20@outlook.com


 

 

OUR PTA BOARD OF EXECUTIVES 

 Upcoming Events 

 Friday, October 19 – Outdoor Movie Night 6:30 – SHERLOCK GNOMES 

 Wednesday, October 24 – Cultural Arts Assembly; Author Gretchen Burman  

 Friday, October 26 – Trunk or Treat 6:30 

 Wednesday, October 31- Halloween Parade and Parties 1:30  

 NO SCHOOL Tuesday, November 6th, Thursday the 8th and Friday the 9th 

 Wednesday, November 14 – 16 Book Fair 

 Friday, November 16 – 20 Parent/Teacher Conferences and PTA Food Days (Wed. Nov. 21 is also PTA Food Day) 

 NO SCHOOL Thursday, November 22 and Friday, November 23 – HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 Wednesday, November 28 – International Night/PTA Meeting 7:00 

President:  Janet Crane 

1st Vice President: Noelle Rhodes 

2nd Vice President: Shalina Godfrey 

Treasurer: Dawn Filippone 

Corresponding Secretary: Dorothy Novitskie 

Recording Secretary: Laura Jasinski 

 Find Intervale on Facebook! Search for Intervale School PTA and ask to 

join the group! 

 Find Intervale on Twitter! The Twitter handle is @IntervaleSchool 

 Email the PTA at intervalepta@gmail.com 

 Intervale School 

60 Pitt Road, Boonton NJ  

973.263.7075 

  

Important Reminders!  

This newsletter is a work in 

progress! If you have any 

suggestions, ideas, etc. please 

send them to Janet Crane at 
cranejanet15@gmail.com 

 

 

Our Lost and Found is located 

at the front entrance of the 

school. Please label coats, 

water bottles, etc. and you’ll 

never have to visit it!  

You can join the PTA any time of the 

year! Reach out to any of the PTA 

board members for a Membership 

Form and they’ll be happy to forward 

one on to you! We can never have 

too many PTA members! 

mailto:cranejanet15@gmail.com

